free debate, the Soviet publication quoted by the
authors calls " class war " and " counter-revolution."

But even the authors themselves seem unable to
make up their minds on this matter. While a
footnote on page 1100 explains that it was only the
persistence of Trotsky in his factious conduct after
the Party decision of December, 1927, which led to
his'persecution, the "Index of Persons" attached
to the book states that Trotsky " after Lenin's
illness became persistently in opposition to the Party
policy and was transferred from Commissariat of
War to that of Transport; expelled from Party 1927,
and exiled to Alma Ata " (p. 1159). Since " opposi-
tion to Party policy " is equivalent to " counter-
revolutionary resistance," this passage condemns
as strongly as the Soviet source quoted before the
use which Trotsky made of the alleged right of free
speech, and it flatly contradicts all the previous
arguments of the authors on this matter.

The puzzled reader wonders that the authors
should quote such a doubtful example of the exercise
of free speech no less than five times, giving not a
single other case of a public discussion on important
political matters. Supposing that it is the only
example they know, how can they venture to use it
at all?

Another little example of the method by which the
authors assimilate a piece of evidence to their main
argument, that the U.S.S.R. is not a dictatorship but
enjoys freedom of thought and expression, is found
on page 435. We read: " It is not easy to get
hold of copies of the pamphlets surreptitiously
circulated in opposition to the present Government
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